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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1799 edition. Excerpt: . NOTE XVI.--CALCAREOUS EARTH. While Ocean wrafd it in his
azure robe. Canto Il. 1. 34. From having observed that many os the highest mountains of the world consist of
lime-stone replete with shells, and that these mountains bear the marks of having been lifted up by
subterraneous fires from the interior parts of the globe; and as lime-stone replete with shells is found at the
bottom of many of our deepest mines, some philosophers have concluded that the nucleus of the earth was for
many ages covered with water which was peopled with its adapted animals; that the shells and bones of these
animals in a long series of time produced solid strata in the ocean surrounding the original nucleus. These
strata consist of the accumulated exuviae os shellfish, the animals perished age aster age, but their shells
remained, and in progression of time produced the amazing quantities of lime-stone which almost cover the
earth. Other marine animals called coralloids raised walls arid even mountains by the congeries of their
calcareous habitations; these perpendicular coralline rocks make some parts of the Southern Ocean highly
dangerous, as appears in the journals of Capt. Cook. From contemplating the immense strata of lime-stone,
both in respect to their extent and thickness, formed from these shells of animals, philosophers have been led to
conclude, that much of the water of the sea has been converted into calcareous earth by passing through their
organs of digestion. The formation...
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