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Original publisher: Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. : Air War College, Air University, 1996 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)53398660 Subject: United States -- Armed Forces -- Civic action. Excerpt: ... ESTILOW 9 have to make is
to establish by that test the kind of war on which they are embarking; neither mistaking it for, nor trying to turn
it into, something that is alien to its na-7 ture. Joint doctrine defines military operations other than war as
encompassing a wide range of activities where the military instrument of National Power is used for pur-poses
other than large-scale combat operations usually as-sociated with war. The same document also lists raids,
strikes, and insurgencies as other than war missions. Doc-trine seems to focus on the key words large-scale, but
success may depend more on the key words combat op-erations. Unless focused on a nonstate actor, each of
these mis-sions is an explicit breach of another nations sovereignty. Such action usually results in war or at
least a warlike reaction. One nations OOTW easily becomes a survival issue for the other nation or nonstate
actor. Witness the hunt for Mohammed Farah Aidid in Somalia. For the US, this operation represented the UN
sanctioned arrest of a criminal. Aidid and the Somali clans who regard him as a national hero saw things quite
differently. One hundred Ranger casualties and three posthumous Medals of Honor later, the US was forced to
withdraw in failure----not of the heroic military personnel but failure of strategic policy. The OOTW rubric
masked the real intent of what the political and military leaders expected the US military force to ac-complish.
The military missions of OOTW must be thoroughly ana-lyzed to determine risk of combat. This risk...
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