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card implementation strategy, develop a process for conducting evaluations of smart card implementations,
and share lessons learned and best practices across government. The responsibility for one recommendation -
establishing guidelines for federal building security that address the role of smart card technology - was
transferred to DHS. Recent federal direction contained in Homeland Security 17 Presidential Directive 12 could
further facilitate smart card adoption across the federal government. This directive, signed in late August, seeks
to establish a common identification standard for federal employees and contractors to protect against a
litany of threats, including terrorism and identity theft. The directive instructs the Departments of Commerce,
State, Defense, Justice, and Homeland Security to work with OMB and the Office of Science and Technology
Policy to institute the new standards and policies. With federal agencies increasing pursuit of smart cards,
directives from central management such as this one could be an important vehicle for ensuring that more
comprehensive guidance is available to support and sustain the broader implementation of agencywide smart
card initiatives. VA Is Pursuing Agencywide Use of Smart Cards Mr. Chairman, beyond the governmentwide
assessment presented, you requested that we specifically address actions of the Department of Veterans Affairs
in adopting smart card technology. Our report last month discussing agencies investments in smart card
technology identified VA as being among 9 federal agencies that currently have large-scale, agencywide smart
card projects 18 underway. 17 Homeland Security Presidential Directive 12 Hspd-12, August 27, 2004. 18 GAO-04-
948. Page 13 GAO-05-84T This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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