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printed verbatim et spellatim from the original edition, was born in Maiden, January 22, 1747. Having served an
apprenticeship with a leather dresser, he commenced business in Newburyport shortly after he was one and
twenty, and being industrious and economical, he soon found himself in good circumstances. In the year 1770
he married, and receiving a considerable amount of money with his wife, he was thus put in possession of a
moderate fortune. In 1776 he had for one of his apprentices the no less eccentric, and afterwards the no less
noted Jonathan Plumer, jun., travelling preacher, physician and poet, as he was accustomed to style himself,
and of whom we shall hereafter speak. In addition to his regular business of selling leather breeches, gloves
soutabel for wimen s ware, c. he engaged in commercial speculations, and in various kinds of business, and
was unusually successful. He traded with merchants and speculators in the then Province of Maine, was
engaged to some extent in the West India trade. He also purchased a large amount of what were called State
securities, which were eventually redeemed at prices far exceeding their original cost. Some of his speculations
in whalebone and warming pans are mentioned by himself on page 23 of this work. Thus in various ways he
added to his property, and in a few years he became a wealthy man. With wealth came the desire of distinction,
and as his vanity was inordinate he spared no expence in obtaining the...
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