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To judge of what a people are of their possibilities and
potentialities, we must take account not only of their past
history, but also of the ethnic constituents that has gone into
their composition. The enduringness and strength, alike of a
building and a people, depend upon the quality of its separate
materials and the firmness and harmony of its construction.
Estimated in this way the people of East Tennessee, and their
antecedents in western North Carolina, are entitled to a high
consideration and a front rank in the esteem of the patriotic
American. No section of this country can of right lay a better
claim to the title of pure American than that secluded region,
and to none is the debt of gratitude of the nation greater. The
one fierce blow they struck for American Independence was
sharp and swift, but it was decisive. Cornwallis having carried all
before him in South Carolina was bent on making a junction
with Howe in Virginia,...
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