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In Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim World: What Went Right, Julie Chernov Hwang presents a
compelling and innovative new theory and framework for examining for the variation in Islamist mobilization
strategies in Muslim Asia and the Middle East. Based on extensive field research in Indonesia, Malaysia and
Turkey, Hwang argues that states, through their policies, institutions, and capacities, can influence the
mobilization strategies that Islamist groups choose, encouraging peaceful strategies, or sometimes, creating
permissive conditions for violence. This book highlights the positive ways that states can influence Islamist
group decision-making and answers the question - what went right? : Review: 'Hwang's book is a welcome life
jacket amid a sea cluttered with ill-informed volumes written by instant experts on terrorism that often magnify
the symptoms but are blissfully ignorant about the cause. . . . Unlike many studies that seek to explain the roots
of violence in political repression of a lawless state and a sense of powerlessness and humiliation stemming
from foreign occupation, Hwang shifts the attention to the positive role the state can play in promoting
nonviolent strategies of mobilization and empowerment among Muslim groups. Summing Up: Recommended.
All undergraduate, graduate, and research collections.' - Choice : 'In this book, Julie Chernov Hwang addresses
a very important puzzle in the study of Islamist mobilization. Why do some groups pursue Islamist goals
peacefully, through established channels of political participation, while others choose violence? By including a
broad range of cases outside of the Middle East, she paints a nuanced picture of Islamist mobilization that
shows great diversity of forms, including through democratic means. She offers an important corrective that
shifts the debate away from the narrower focus on violent mobilization that has dominated the...
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