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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER IV HAT Paley and those who follow him have A
mistaken and misstated the evidential value of the miracles of Christ may seem to some a startling proposition;
but it is by no means a novel one. To this error, moreover, it is that the argument against miracles in John
Stuart Mill s Essays on Religion owes its seeming cogency. The unbelief of the Christianised sceptic compares
unfavourably with the agnosticism of the honest infidel. The one in rejecting miracles destroys the authenticity
of the Gospels, and thus recklessly undermines the foundations of Christianity. The object of the other is a
defence of human reason against supposed encroachments upon its authority. The one trades in sophistries
which have been again and again refuted and exposed. The other propounds arguments which have never yet
been adequately answered. The pseudo-Christian practically joins hands with the atheist; for no amount of
special pleading will avail to silence Paley s challenge, Once believe there is a God, and miracles are not
incredible. The avowed agnostic seizes upon Paley s gratuitous assertion that a revelation can only be made by
miracles, and he sets himself to prove that miracles are wholly invalid for such a purpose. Among English men
of letters Mill s position is almost unique. From the account of his childhood p. 160 in that saddest of books, his
Autobiography, it would appear that he approached the study of Christianity from the standpoint of a...
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